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SUBJECT: NORDIC DISPLEASURE OVER ORIT 

REF: MEXICO 9195; EC BRUSSELS 10065; COPENHAGEN 3262 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: NORDIC UNIONS WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT 
AGAINST AFL-CIO MEMBERSHIP IN ORIT WHICH IS SAID TO 
VIOLATE ICFTU CONSTITUTION. HOWEVER, CAMPAIGN IS NOT 
EXPECTED TO HAVE MUCH EFFECT. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT LUNCHEON WITH LABATT, LO INTER- 
NATIONAL SECRETARY THORBJORN CARLSSON REFERRED TO NORDIC 
UNIONS’ CAMPAIGN AGAINST AFL-CIO DOMINATION OF ORIT 
(ICFTU REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR LATIN AMERICA). DESPITE 
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PRIOR TO CONGRESS IN MEXICO CITY (SEE REFTELS), CARLSSON 
DECLARED THAT NORDIC GROUP WILL CONTINUE TO AGITATE 
WITHIN ICFTU FOR MORE AGGRESSIVE POLICY AIMED 
EITHER AT BARRING AFL-CIO FROM ORIT OR AT LEAST 
SHARPLY REDUCING ITS INFLUENCE. HE MAINTAINED THAT 
AFL-CIO PRESENCE WITHIN ORIT IS CONTRARY TO ICFTU 
CONSTITUTION WHICH REQUIRES THAT MEMBERS OF ICFTU 
REGIONAL BODIES ALSO BE AFFILIATED WITH ICFTU ITSELF. 
FACT THAT ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD MADE EXCEPTION IN 
CASE OF AFL-CIO, HE ADDED, WAS AN IRREGULARITY BE- 
CAUSE BOARD DID NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO. IN EFFECT, 

AMEND CONSTITUTION. CARLSSON SAID NORDIC UNIONS WILL 
MAKE HEAVY USE OF THIS ARGUMENT IN PRESSING ICFTU 
TO INTERVENE MORE VIGOROUSLY AND DECISIVELY IN ORIT 
AFFAIRS AND, AS ADDITIONAL PRESSURE TACTIC, THEY WILL 
INSIST THAT ALL FUTURE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO ORIT 
FROM ICFTU SOLIDARITY FUND MUST FIRST RECEIVE THEIR 
CLEARANCE. 

3. CARLSSON WENT ON TO ADMIT. HOWEVER, THAT NORDIC 
GROUP IS ALMOST CERTAINLY FIGHTING A LOSING BATTLE. 
MONEY TALKS, HE OBSERVED WITH RUEFUL LAUGH, AND 
AFL-CIO IS VIRTUALLY UNASSAILABLE AS LONG AS IT CON- 
TINUES TO PAY MOST OF ORIT BILLS. HE PREDICATED 
ACCORDINGLY THAT EXTRAORDINARY ORIT CONGRESS WOULD 
RESULT IN LITTLE MORE THAN "COSMETIC'' CHANGES THAT WILL 
LEAVE AFL-CIO/ORIT RELATIONSHIP BASICALLY UNALTERED. 
STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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